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In administration of Goa he continued on the same lines
as before. There was this difference, that the Moslem problem
no longer arose. There were no Moslems left in Goa except
merchants passing through.

Timoja was at first reinstated in his former post of chief
tanadar. His services had certainly deserved reward, but
unfortunately Timoja suffered from swelled head and
tyrannized over the people most unmercifully. They com-
plained of him to Albuquerque. Could they not have the
popular Mel Rao to govern them instead?

Mel Rao was related to the Rajah of Onor. He was a
Hindu of the best type, far superior to the adventurer
Timoja. He had been born and brought up at Goa, where
he was beloved of the people. Albuquerque decided to give
Timoja's job to Mel Rao and try to satisfy Timoja in some
other way. It was not very easy, for Timoja, not unnaturally,
felt aggrieved, though he found some consolation on being
made treasurer of the revenues collected by Mel Rao. No
doubt part of the money entrusted to him disappeared, but
that could not be helped.

The Goanese seem to have settled down very happily
under the foreign rule. Many even came from outside to
take up residence on the island. Albuquerque welcomed
them, but he did not intend that only Indians should con-
sider Goa as their home. To the Portuguese he wished the
place to be something very different from Cannanore or
Cochin, mere garrisons in an alien land. Goa was to be a
colony with a resident Portuguese population, a little
Portugal in Asia. For this wives and families were needed,
but to bring European women east was unthinkable at the
time. Brides must be sought for locally. Albuquerque,
having already thought this out, had his supply to hand.
The captive women who had been the cause of Ruy Bias'
downfall were still at Cannanore. The Governor now sent
for them and increased their number by the choicest samples
from the harems of the officers of Idalcan. He then invited
any man who had matrimonial leanings to walk up and